
Sevenoaks Camera Club
Affiliated to

The Photographic Alliance of Great Britain through The Kent County Photographic Association

Minutes of the meeting of Sevenoaks Camera Club
Wednesday 13th January, 2016

The White Hart, Tonbridge Road, Sevenoaks - 8pm

1. Apologies for absence  : Barbara Coleyshaw, Brian Tabor

    Present : Trevor Coley, Susan Wilkinson, Roger Lee, Derek Medhurst,   
    Derek Griffin, Robin Daly, Roy Smart, Lynda Atkinson, Beverley Mason.  

2. The minutes of the previous meeting from 19th October 2015 were approved unanimously 
and signed by Trevor.

Matters for the record :  
a. There is more parking at the Mencap Hall since the car park was re-done, though there 

would be more space if people parked more efficiently. 
b. We came first equal with Selsdon at the Tripartite competition, and about half way 
down the rankings at the PAGB competition.  We came third in the Ross Cup this year so we 
won’t be at the PAGB next year.
c. Derek Griffin is finding about 90% of people get their entries right for PDI competitions or 
simultaneous projection.  He is happy to help anyone who finds resizing difficult.
d. About twenty members of the club attended Barry Harding’s funeral on 11th November.

(e. No discussion of programme for next year but Barbara says it is nearly all booked.)
The committee sent congratulations to Barbara on the efficiency of her programme 
booking and the success of this season so far.

3.  The Annual Exhibition
     Duncan Brennan is no longer in charge of the library gallery, but Trevor has just 
     found out the name of the new person in charge - tracey.brunt@kent.gov.uk.  
     Trevor will contact her and arrange dates for the summer, but Brian will be in 
     charge when the actual exhibition happens.
     Robin has the frames and will do the print handling but not any marketing or other aspects 
     of the exhibition, as he will be travelling this summer.  We have to make decisions like 
     whether we want a banner that will cost the club £100 to display plus the cost of the 
     banner.
     Roger suggested that we should charge £2 each for entries and this should give us a 
     £100 budget for marketing.
    
Trevor will ask for volunteers to take on the marketing and other aspects of the 
exhibition, such as whether DPIs could be included, at the Club Night.
Discussion about Judging :
Beverley suggested that we need not have the exhibition judged, which would reduce 
expenses.  This was well received by some of the committee.  People who won awards at 
competitions during the year could be encouraged to enter their winning pictures which could 
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be labelled.  That way the public could see which pictures were judged highly.  Having a 
judge at the opening to make some remarks about some of the pictures has been good, but 
the judge has not come to the exhibition opening in the last couple of years.  We need 
someone to open the exhibition, but the mayor might to it.  We could use a club member vote 
for an exhibition winner.
Roger was afraid that having no exhibition judge might downgrade the event.
(Susan spoke to Sheila who said that the external judging gave a good steer to the selection 
committee, who used the exhibition to help their selections.)
If we decide to have a judge, Sheila and Pat should be asked for suitable candidates.
No final decision was made.  

3.  Content of Club Night on 25th January
     Robin will present his LRPS distinction panel and this will take 30 - 45min.  He 
     will outline the procedure.  He needs two identical stands to display the panel.
     He will bring some printed copies of the RPS guidelines for anyone who is 
     interested.  To have a distinction you have to pay £118 per year to be a member of the 
     RPS (£88 if over 65.) 
Roy could show his ARPS panel, but he wants to try out a presentation to the Special Interest 
Group, the Sevenoaks Monotones first, so this will be kept in reserve for a future occasion.

     Challenge competition : We need to arrange next year’s Challenge competition more 
     quickly this year.
     Susan will send out the list of subjects suggested last year to the committee and 
     members will have till next Monday (the pub night on 18th) to suggest any other 
     titles.  (done on 14th).
     Susan will send out the new list to the committee and they will have till the 
     following Monday to vote.
     We can then announce a new Challenge title at the meeting.
Trevor will explain the Challenge to members.  This should be before the break so that 
members can be asked to sign up for the Challenge at the break.
We will then have the break.

     Susan will explain the thinking behind Special Interest groups i.e. It started 
     as a thought to improve the Club finances but has changed to have a main focus on 
     improving members’ photography, partly brought about by the comparison with the 
     Northern Clubs who always win the PAGB competitions.  Previous discussion has   
     established that we want a socially inclusive club that is not over competitive.  We are 
     therefore setting up Special Interest Groups with the objective of improving our skills, but 
     importantly, not changing the club ethos. 
Melanie Chalk of the KCPA has also set up a group called Dynamic Range with the focus on 
improving photography.  So far Sheila and Roy have attended the initial meetings, but 
anyone else can join in if interested. Members should speak to Sheila or Roy if they want to 
find out more.
     Susan will explain the results of the questionnaire and say that Roy has arranged the 
     Sevenoaks Monotones which has gone ahead with enthusiasm.
     Any further groups need a leader who will take charge so members need to speak to 
     Susan or fill in one of the questionnaires if they are interested. 

Roy (or he can appoint someone else) will talk about what the Monotones have done so 
far.  He can bring the results of the first meeting where people had an original landscape and 
modified it.  Derek G can print these.

4. There was a feeling that many newer members do not know the rules for participation 



in various club competitions.  The chairman should give more reminders of competitions 
coming up soon, both of the nature and rules of the event, and the date things need to 
be completed.  
The next special competition is the AV on 22nd February.  This involves a slide show of no 
more than 5 minutes length, synchronised with music or words and music.  The rules are on 
the website, but most people use one of two specific programmes to put it together.  
Members should speak to a member of the committee if they want to have a go at this and 
would like some guidance.
(SW sent an e-mail about the AV competition - 17th January). 
    On 7th March is the individual panel competition where members put together a panel of 
    six prints on any topic they choose.
    On 21st March is the Theme Competition where this year the theme is Humour.    
    This is much the same as an ordinary PDI competition except the photographs 
    entered have this common theme.
Then on 11th April is Show and Tell where anyone can stand up and talk about something 
photographic that doesn’t fit in with the other meetings.  It can be anything from ‘why I 
disagree with what a judge said’, to a particularly ‘inspiring photographic experience’, to ‘my 
history in photography’ or a new technique that a person has found useful.
Susan should send out more e-mails to tell the membership about competitions that 
are coming up and there should be more regular reminders in meetings.

          
5.  Special Interest Groups and the Club Finances
     Roger has given the committee a summary of the position of Club Finances.
     The Club has a slight surplus every year so long as we keep a grip on the expenses.
     Payment by BACS has been arranged, but people who pay direct into the club’s 
     bank account (details on the application form on-line) must give the payment their 
     name, or they will be taken not to have paid.
     
     Roger proposed that the raffle should have one prize of £10 if £40 or less is 
     collected, but two prizes of £10 and £5 respectively if over £40 is collected.  This was 
     accepted by the committee.  The profits from the raffle and the tea money will pay for 
     Social Events.  Trevor should explain the raffle prizes at the Club Night.

     Roy has gone forward with the Sevenoaks Monotones.  Chris Shore is talking to 
     them about how to run a mono group successfully next Tuesday (19th).
     It was suggested that members of the group should pay £5 per year to join, and this 
     should contribute to a kitty for running expenses.  Members should also pay for any 
     special running expenses.  It is early days so we can’t decide exactly how it will work, but 
     any money left over should go to club funds.  This will need more discussion 
     as the group develops more.

     Roger is giving a guideline maximum of £600 to be spent per year on speakers.

     Roger also proposed making more of the Club’s presence in Sevenoaks, for example  
     having displays in shops or cafes.  Derek G said that Dovetails in Bank Street would be 
     prepared to put on small exhibitions.  The Art Shop might also do something but we would 
     need to be more specific in our proposals.

5.   A.O.B.
      External Competitions :
      Roy reported that he had not had sufficient time to enter the PAGB’s GB cup.



      The next external competition is the Malling Battle of the Prints which is on 23rd February 
      (Tuesday).  Trevor should should encourage members to attend nearer the time, 
      and Roy should keep members informed by e-mail.
      Selection for the KCPA Jubilee Cup (PDI - March 12th Detling Village Hall) is also soon.

      We will discuss non-scoring competitions as proposed by Derek M, at a later meeting.

The meeting finished at about 10.00pm.

signed :  Trevor Coley


