
Sevenoaks Camera Club

Affiliated to
The Photographic Alliance of Great Britain through The Kent County Photographic Association

Minutes of Committee Meeting 
Monday 15th October 2018 : 8.00pm

Chairmanʼs House 

1. a. Present : Brian Tabor, Derek Medhurst, Derek Griffin, Mike Robinson, Lynda Atkinson
                         Susan Wilkinson, Sandy Wyndham, Peter Dillon, Paul Simons

         (Names sometimes abbreviated to BT, DM, DG, MR, SuW, SaW, PD, PS, LA in these minutes)

2.     Minutes  
    The minutes from 30th July were approved by those present and signed by Brian Tabor.
    

        Information and Progress to Report from the last meeting :
a. No further progress on frame boxes or asking Sue and Ros about alternative methods of 

hanging at the gallery - to be carried forward by BT.  
b. Derek Griffin is offering another workshop at North Frith, this time concentrating on Autumn 

colours.  It will be on Saturday 27th October.  So far there are 14 confirmed attenders.
        

3.    Exhibition 
     The confirmed dates are : Set up on Tuesday 4th June, exhibition opens on 5th June , 
     close on Saturday 15th June, take down on Monday 17th.
     The Private View / opening is on Thurs 6th June and we might get an extra 15min of 
     clearing up time if the library is open longer, which is under discussion.
     Our Print Final is on 13th May, so we have 3 weeks to arrange the Exhibition.
     Pat does not feel that this short time is a problem.
     There was discussion in committee about judging and it was decided that this year we 
     would trial not having a judge for the exhibition, partly because of the short time   
     between the print final and the start of the exhibition.
     There was general agreement in the committee that it would be nice to include two panels 
     in the exhibition, the challenge winner and the print panel winner.  DM will look out the 
     dimensions of the gallery (done 18th Oct).  If these cannot be fitted in then committee 
     members agreed to submit only three prints each to leave space for the panels.
     BT will chat with Pat about any implications of these decisions.

     

4.    Membership Review
There are 45 paid up members at present of which 5 are new members - this is similar to 
the situation at this time last year.   
We had 68 members last year of whom three are definitely not rejoining, but probably this 
will be more in the end.  Some are probably just late payers.  DM said if LA gave him names 
he would e-mail to ask whether people who have enquired but not joined are still interested.
Other clubs have had a decrease in numbers recently so we need to keep thinking of ideas 
to remain relevant in the digital age.  For example could we do something on i-phone 
photography? 

5. Next Yearʼs programme
Sandy is constructing next yearʼs programme and wanted input before finalising anything.

A suggestion was made that the Print and PDI Finals should be dropped as members have 
complained at seeing the same images twice, both in the survey and face to face.  



A question of how much the season-length has varied over the years was brought up SW 
will investigate (done from 1993 Oct 20th)

If the Print and PDI Finals are dropped and the Theme remains as the third PDI.  Then next 
season we donʼt host the Tripartite, this gives us three fewer competitions than this season so 
we will need more in-Club meetings.   

Suggestions made were :  DM talk on early Sevenoaks photographers.
      DM (and other team members) talk about Bat and Ball renovation.
Peter would do another Interactive Critic meeting
Gerald Kitiyakara also does something similar.
      David and Roger and anyone else who has been involved could do 15min each on the 
      photography in the community e.g. Opera, 10krun, calendar etc.
A club night on technical questions was suggested.

      A Small Print competition was suggested and agreed.  The energy barrier / cost barrier 
to entering prints is quite large so why not encourage the production of prints by having an A4 
(or smaller)competition.  They could be mounted on card with spray adhesive (or other).  The 
prints would be laid out on tables round the room for members to see.  We could then have a 
membership vote.  The aim is to encourage people in by having a less technical competition.  
If we have a judge it will need to be a good one who could just comment, then the members 
could score the prints.  This will be early next season, possibly November.

SW will e-mail members about the proposed re-shaping of the season.
    

Year Number of 

Sessions

Start Date 

September

Finish Date May

1993/94 29 6th 23rd

1994/95 28 5th 22nd

1995/96 29 4th 18th

1996/97 31 2nd 17th

1997/98 27 1st 16th

1998/99 27 7th 15th

1999/2000 27 6th 22nd

2000/01 28 4th 14th

2001/02 27 3rd 20th

2002/03 28 2nd 19th

2003/04

2004/05 27 6th 16th

2005/06 27 5th 8th

2006/07 26 4th 14th

2007/08 25 3rd 12th

2008/09

2009/10 25 7th 10th

2010/11 29 6th 23rd

2011/12 27 5th 28th

2012/13 28 3rd 20th

2013/14 30 2nd 19th

2014/15 29 1st 18th

2015/16 30 7th 23rd

2016/17 29 5th 22nd

2017/18 32 4th 21st

2018/19 27 3rd 20th



6.   External Competition progress and the Tripartite Competition
The Ross cup entries are in, The Tripartite clubs, Selsdon and Tandridge have both replied.
The selection committee is finding their choice of entries quite restricted and would like to 
encourage as many good entries to competitions as possible to give them more choice.

Arrangements for the Tripartite :  BT will ask members to park outside the Mencap grounds.
The PDIs will be done first and there can be no PDIs with the prints.
The Chairman will run the evening.
DiCentra produces a score sheet for the PDIs
The titles for the prints will be sent in in advance but will have to be put in order.
We need a longer coffee break for organising the prints and changing the setup.
Marks will be out of 10 not 20.

7.  Succession 
There has been no more on Succession, but all agreed that DG did a good job of PDI and 
chairman, and there could be a more team approach to doing tasks.  Rotating chairmanship of 
meetings was rejected in favour of continuity.

8.  Marking of Competitions
     There was no time remaining for this topic.

9.  A.O.B  (taken before 8.) 
a.  Five members attended the Stronger Kent Communities Fair, but there were few visitors, 

most from other stands, and only about two which could be productive in producing new 
members.

b.  Can we do anything more to encourage print entries? : 
    We should re-announce that DG will print for people; MR will show people how to send to 
    DSCL; PD will mount prints for people.  (BT)
c.  If prospective visitors canʼt find the Hall, can they ring?  Since reception is so bad in the Hall 

it was decided that instead that DG will provide better instructions about finding the Hall 
along with a picture of the gate.  This could be on the website and sent out by DM to people 
who express an interest.

d.  There is no progress on the website problems caused by Adobe insisting that Derekʼs 
     present package is non-authorised and to keep it we would have to pay too much.  DM will 
     continue to research alternatives.
e.  Bat and Ball restoration photos : DM, Roger and Graham have put in over 40 hours last 

month and it is progressing speedily.  Roddy Hogarth expressed his appreciation.
f.  MR said that the Sevenoaks Advertiser left our meetings out of one edition but they are in 

the latest one and it is felt they include us when possible.  Frank Baldwin at ʻMy Sevenoaks 
Communityʼ is another possible source of publicity.

g. DM will be presenting some of his pictures at the SVAF at the end of November.

The meeting closed at 10.00 pm 
No next meeting was arranged.  It was agreed to use e-mail to discuss the content of the Club 
Night in January.

Signed  :  
      
Date  :


